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Roles …  

Organization Primary Service to New Fruit and 
Vegetable Farmers 

United States Department of Agriculture 
Farm Service Agency  

Microloans and operating loans 

United States Department of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Technical assistance and EQIP financial 
assistance for specific conservation 
practices  

Illinois Small Business Development 
Centers 

Assistance in development of business 
plans and financial assessment skills 

Additional service agencies:   
• USDA Risk Management Agency 
• Farm Credit 



FSA farm loan programs 
provide loans, loan 
guarantees, and 
business planning to 
eligible farm operators 
and owner / operators 
 
FSA partners with 
commercial lenders 
 
FSA  is the “Lender of 
First Opportunity” 
 

USDA Farm Service Agency: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/


Find your county FSA office at 
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=il&agency=fsa  

 

Loan Products 

1. Microloans 

2. Farm Operating 

3. Farm Ownership 

4. Guaranteed Loans 

 

 

http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=il&agency=fsa
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=il&agency=fsa
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=il&agency=fsa


Loan Eligibility 

• Test for credit 

• Farm experience and 
managerial ability 

• Good credit history 

• Owner/operator of a family 
sized farm 

• Positive repayment ability 

• U.S. Citizen or legal resident 

• Borrower training 

 

 



Microloan 

• Improves access to credit 
• Reduces the paperwork burden 
• 1 year of farm operating and management 

experience  
• Maximum loan amount of $50,000 
• Repayment period range from 1- 7 years 
• These loans are for smaller farming operations 

and niche agriculture commodity producers 
• 70% of the farms in the US have gross sales under 

$25,000 
 

 
 



Illinois Microloans 

• Plastic mulch layer • Water-wheel transplanter 



Direct Operating Loans 

 
• Direct annual operating loans  

» $300,000 maximum loan amount 

» Maximum term is 18 months 

 

• Direct term loans  
» $300,000 maximum loan amount 

» Maximum term is 7 years 

 

 

 

1 year of farming operating and management experience  



Loan Purposes 

Essential Farm Operations 

•  Start up expenses 

•  Crop expenses 

•  Tools & equipment 

•  Livestock 

•  Minor farm improvements 

•  Irrigation equipment 



FSA also administers the Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) 

• FSA County Office 

• Eligible Crops 

• Application & Fee 

• Crop Reporting 



NRCS provides … 
Technical Assistance 
• On-site advice on effective 

practices 
Financial Assistance 
• CSP - Conservation Stewardship 

Program: maintenance of existing 
conservation activities and 
adoption of additional 
conservation activities – called 
enhancements 

• EQIP – Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program:  includes 
cost-sharing for pollinator 
habitat, cover crops, seasonal 
high tunnels, organic transition, 
additional practices 

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/national/home/    

Programs for historically underserved populations:  limited resource farmers, 
beginning farmers, socially disadvantaged farmers 
 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/national/home/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/national/home/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/national/home/


Find your local USDA NRCS office at 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/il/home/?cid=stelprdb1117095  

Note:  You must register your farm 
with FSA in order to participate in 
NRCS EQIP or CSP.  

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/il/home/?cid=stelprdb1117095
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/il/home/?cid=stelprdb1117095


Services Include: 
• One-on-one business advice 

and management assistance  
• Assistance with the 

development of business plans 
• Help with accessing market 

information and the 
development of marketing 
plans 

• Assistance with accessing 
business financing programs.  

• Assistance with financial 
analysis and planning 

• Access to business education 
and training opportunities 

• Specialized services in 
technology, innovation and 
entrepreneurial development 

Illinois Small Business Development Centers 
http://www.illinois.gov/dceo/smallbizassistance/beginhere/pages/sbdc.aspx  

See 
http://www.blipstar.com/blipstarplus/viewer/blipstar.php?
uid=5161672 to search for the nearest SBDC 

http://www.illinois.gov/dceo/smallbizassistance/beginhere/pages/sbdc.aspx
http://www.illinois.gov/dceo/smallbizassistance/beginhere/pages/sbdc.aspx
http://www.blipstar.com/blipstarplus/viewer/blipstar.php?uid=5161672
http://www.blipstar.com/blipstarplus/viewer/blipstar.php?uid=5161672
http://www.blipstar.com/blipstarplus/viewer/blipstar.php?uid=5161672
http://www.blipstar.com/blipstarplus/viewer/blipstar.php?uid=5161672


Contact sites 

Organization Website 

USDA Farm Services Agency  http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/  

USDA FSA -- Illinois http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/stateoffapp?mystate=il
&area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing  

USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov  

USDA NRCS -- Illinois http://www.il.nrcs.usda.gov  

Illinois Small Business 
Development Centers 

http://www.illinois.gov/dceo/smallbizassistance/begin
here/pages/sbdc.aspx  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/stateoffapp?mystate=il&area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/stateoffapp?mystate=il&area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/national/home/
http://www.il.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/il/home/
http://www.illinois.gov/dceo/smallbizassistance/beginhere/pages/sbdc.aspx
http://www.illinois.gov/dceo/smallbizassistance/beginhere/pages/sbdc.aspx


To reach us … if you need help reaching FSA, 
NRCS, or SBDC offices … 

Contacts Contact information 

Rick Weinzierl weinzier@illinois.edu 
 

Mary Hosier mhosier@illinois.edu  

mailto:weinzier@illinois.edu
mailto:mhosier@illinois.edu

